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Mark Your Calander 
Members Meetings: 

October 13th 🍁
November 10th 🦃
December 8th ❄

All Meetings are the  
second Tuesday of the Month.

Joe's K Ranch
4840 S Whitnall Ave, Cudahy

Membership Meeting
Tuesday, September 8  

7:00pm 
Program: Presentation  

by the Brew City  
Winning Team

2,080 pounds of  
trout and salmon 

fillets were donated.

Captain Mark Scaffidi of Milwaukee 
Offshore won the heaviest cooler with  
151.8 lb of fish. The heaviest fish registered 
was a 21.94 lb Laker, caught Christian 
Miller on Net Result. Other top fish in 
species categories were: 17.5 lb Brown 
Trout by RJ Guarascio on Cheers, 11.06 
Coho by Rob Manhardt on Lucky 7's II, 
10.78 Rainbow by Nick Schuett on Lucille, 
20.72 Chinook by Dan Hess on SuperSport 
Jr and the smallest fish as a .96 Chinook 
by John Wierzba on The Wiz. For more results 
on pages 7 & 8.

2026

Presented by

25 sausages from 
Smithfield Foods were 

donated to the top 25 boats 
in the Tournament!

$12,800 Given Away 

in Cash Prizes!

Biggest Fish was a

21.9# Lake Trout
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Please contact any of the directors 
regarding any information or issues  

of the coordinating activities.
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Brian Haydin 

brian.haydin@glsfclub.com
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Ron Mickinak 
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Ryan Flohr

ryandflohr@gmail.com

DIRECTORS
Jim Hirt
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Bob Krecak
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danielluling@gmail.com

Pete Papageorge
wfpp56@gmail.com
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All articles published are ideas and 
thoughts of the writer and don’t 

necessarily reflect the ideas or beliefs 
of the GLSF Club or Foundation.

Established
1972

G L S F — MILWAUKEE

From the Helm – 
President’s Message

Greetings GLSF Members, Affiliates, and Sponsors,
Our Brew City Salmon Tournament was successfully held on the rescheduled 
date of Sunday, August 9th, thanks to weather conditions beyond our control. We 
ended up refunding some of the entries due to scheduling conflicts, but at the 
same time we gained about 5 additional boats for the competition. The weather 
“almost” cooperated, but there were a few afternoon storm cells.
The outstanding news is that the fish continued to feed, and the ones that were 
caught seemed to be fairly large. As a result, after all the fish were weighed, and 
all the donated fish were fileted, we managed to donate 2080 pounds of fresh 
fish filets to the Milwaukee Hunger Task Force! This is over 1 ton of fresh, wild 
caught Salmin and trout! Newspaper Reporter, Paul Smith, happened to stop by 
for a few pictures, and he did an article on the donation. What he published in the 
Milwaukee Journal/Sentinel is that the donated fish had an estimated retail value 
of $52,000.00! WOWZA!! Talk about donations! Congratulations to all who donated 
fish, to all the folks moving the coolers and to all the volunteers spending hours 
and hours fileting and bagging a “ton” of fish, as well as setting up and taking 
down all of our Tournament gear.
Special mention goes out to Eric Lesch and one of his park employees for “hand 
feeding” all the fish viscera into the fish grinder to keep it from continually clogging 
up! As a result, we are expecting a new, improved fish grinder next year, capable of 
handling the large amounts of fish parts generated while fileting large salmon and 
trout!
Our first in-person Club meeting after the Summer break, is next Tuesday, 
September 8th, at 7pm, at Joe’s K Ranch, Hopefully, our Guest Speaker will be 
Captain Mark Scaffidi and his fishing team after winning First Place in the 2026 
GLSF Brew City Salmon Tournament!
Remember, the GLSF Members’ Ongoing Fishing Contest continues through 
October 31st. The Fish of the Month for September and October is Chinook.  
Good Luck!
Lastly, everyone was sent a copy of my letter resigning from the Club Presidency, 
effective December 31, 2026. In order for our organizations to remain strong 
and active, we need strong, energetic, forward-thinking board members and 
volunteers. 3 Board positions are up for election on November 10th, at the monthly 
GLSF Meeting at Joe’s K Ranch. Have you considered running for one of them?
I see challenges and opportunities ahead. Are you ready and available to help? 
Please?
I hope to see you on Tuesday, 9/8 at Joe's K Ranch,      

Bob Wincek“An Organization of Sportsmen Dedicated  
to the Enjoyment, Preservation and Improvement  
of Salmon and Trout Fishing in the Great Lakes.”

mailto:ron@glsfclub.com
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How many members are aware that there is a Youth 
component to the Wisconsin Conservation Congress 
called the Youth Conservation Congress? Their Charter is 
the same as the WCC and their members are mentored 
by members of the WCC. To learn more, click the link 
below and read their newsletter. You might be amazed!
https://widnr.widen.net/s/lrm8tkbl98/2025_december_
newsletter_ycc

Membership Meetings are
 normally held at the

second Tuesday's of the month  
at Joe's K Ranch

4840 S Whitnall Ave, Cudahy
– And Open to the Public at 7pm

September 2026
1 - GLSF Board Meeting – Virtual 7pm
8 - GLSF Membership Meeting – 7pm 

Program: Presentation by Brew City Winning Team

October 2026
6 - GLSF Board Meeting – Virtual 7pm

13 - GLSF Membership Meeting – 7pm 
Program: TBD (Any suggestions?)

November 2026
3 - GLSF Board Meeting – Virtual 7pm

10 - GLSF Membership Meeting – 7pm 
Program: TBD (Any suggestions?)

December 2026
1 - GLSF Board Meeting – Virtual 7pm
8 - GLSF Membership Meeting – 7pm 

Program: TBD (Any suggestions?)

CALENDAR 
CORNER

www.glsfclub.com

The Annual Hearings in all 72 Wisconsin Counties were 
held on Monday. April 11th. Milwaukee County re-elected 
Brian Haydin to a 2-year term and Jason Golzales to the 
3-year term.

Waukesha Country re-elected Bob Wincek to a 3-year term 
and Jeff Hintz to a 2-year term.

There were numerous questions to vote on from the DNR, 
the NRB and the Conservation Congress, along with 
numerous local resolutions. Voting took place both in 
person on 4/11, and on-line for 48 hours. the results are 
still being tabulated. The results will be posted on the WCC 
Web Page on the DNR Website.

The 2026-2027 committee assignments can be found at 
this link: https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/about/wcc/Committees

The history of the WCC can be found at this link: https://
dnr.wisconsin.gov/about/wcc/history

All of the local delegates for all 72 Wisconsin Counties can 
be found at this link: https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/about/wcc/
Delegates

Membership Directory 2026

Important Phone Numbers

 McKinley Marina – 414 273-5224

 South Shore Yacht Club – 414 481-2331

 Reefpoint Marina – 262 633-7171

 Port Washington Marina – 262 284-6606

 Coast Guard Station Milwaukee – 414 747-7170

 TowBoatUS Milwaukee – 708 890-9979

Important Websites

 National Weather Service 

  https://forecast.weather.gov

 Seagull For Atwater Buoy Information

  https://seagull.glos.org/data-console/2

 Wind Waves And Weather 

  https://www.w
indfinder.com

/forecast/milw
aukee

 NOAA Water Condition 

  https://www.glerl.noaa.gov/res/glcfs/ncast.php?lake=mih

www.glsfclub.com

GREAT LAKES SPORT FISHERMEN

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Name ___________________________________________________________

Address  ________________________________________________________

City  ____________________________________________________________

State  ____________________ Zip ___________________________

Name of Boat, Port ______________________________________________

Home Phone ____________________________________________________

Cell Phone ______________________________________________________

Company Name _________________________________________________

Web Site URL ___________________________________________________

Email Address  __________________________________________________

Spouse’s Name  _________________________________________________

Number of people in the household  ______________________________

Make Checks payable to: Great Lakes Sport Fishermen 

Mail to PO Box 510332, New Berlin WI, 53151-0332

Please fill-in all  boxes that apply.

❍ ALL MEMBERSHIPS ......................$20.00

     ____  Family    ____  Junior    ____  Senior

❍ Associate (Silver Level) ...............$100.00

❍ Associate (Gold Level) .................$200.00

❍ Associate (Platinum Level) ..........$500.00

❍ Associate (Titanium Level) ........$1000.00

Charter Captain ❍ Yes or ❍ No

❍ New Membership

❍ Renewal Membership

❍ Change of Address

If Paying by MasterCard or Visa:

____________________________________________ 

Expiration Date:_______ Security Code:________

I agree to have my name, 

phone number, boat name and 

port of operation published in 

the Membership Directory.

❍ No, I do not want to be 

included in the Directory.

7/26

2026 Membership Directory is updated!
If you are a member and want to be included, please contact 
Joelle at 414-507-5503, plankroaddesign@gmail.com or  
joelle.curro@mkeglsf.com.
If you want a digital copy, please send a request.

http://www.glsfclub.com
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/about/wcc/Committees
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/about/wcc/history
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/about/wcc/history
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/about/wcc/Delegates
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/about/wcc/Delegates
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20266
OFFICIAL SPONSOR OF

Brew City 25th Annual Salmon Tournament 
August 11, 20266

Great Lakes Dealer 
Locations-

811 Ontario Street, Racine, WI 53402 (414) 651-3100
1333 Madison St Building A Unit 62 Grand Haven, MI 49417 (616) 842-8899 

11840 Toledo Beach Rd La Salle, MI 48145 (734) 821-5013

www.reedyachtsales.com 



September 2026  •  Page 5

BoatUS®
BOAT OWNERS ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES

As a member of   Great Lakes Sport Fishermen
You can get:

10% off Water Towing Services,  
if you upgrade your towing package

BOATU.S. COOP GROUP #: GA83624B

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS INCLUDE:	
•	 24/7 Dispatch to over 600 towboats in 300+ ports 

nationwide
•	 Marine insurance for boaters with 24/7 claims 

service
•	 Discounts on fuel, slips, repairs & more at over 

1,200 boating businesses nationwide
•	 Subscription to BoatU.S. Magazine (6 issues/year)

Visit BoatUS.com/Membership to learn about all  
benefits and services offered to BoatU.S. Members.

 MB411 8/17

Tow Boat USA is now located in Milwaukee!

https://www.boatus.com/products-and-
services/boat-towing

http://BoatUS.com/Membership
https://www.boatus.com/products-and-services/boat-towing
https://www.boatus.com/products-and-services/boat-towing
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Membership and 2026 Membership Dues
As of this newsletter, We have 144 current members, including many lifetime 
members.

At the December 2023 Board Meeting, the Board voted to reduce our annual 
dues to $20 for all memberships. There is no practical way to update our 
website, so it continues to send our reminders at your original price. I found a 
way to offer a discount down to $20 if I see your renewal notice, so you can 
renew at the $20 price, starting in January 2024. If you renew at your original 
price, I will contact you and offer a partial refund, or to extend your membership 
appropriately. If you have questions, send me an E Mail at bob@glsfclub.com, 
or call me on my cell phone – 414-217-9752. You, the membership of this 
organization, are the life and blood that keep it alive. Please renew when notified. 
All new membership starting in December, are priced at $20 per year, and that is 
the amount charged on-line for new members.

To renew, use the form on the back of the Tightline and send in, or hand in your 
check or cash at our meetings, pay with a credit card at our meetings, or renew 
on-line by logging in with your personal login and select the membership option. 

If you joined or renewed in October 2023, you will not see your reminders until 
September 2024. There are a few known bugs in our membership program which 
we hope will be resolved soon. There have been some inconsistencies with 
our membership module on our website, so if you believe our data is incorrect, 
contact me, I can give you your exact expiration date. I do keep a manual 
spreadsheet to track all memberships. 

Why a GLSF Membership!
1.	 Supporting the sport fishery in Lake Michigan and looking 

out for sport fishermen. The club works with the DNR on the 
fish stocking program, works with Milwaukee County Parks 
such as providing updates to the fish cleaning station and is 
very active in the advocacy arena as well.

2.	 For the community, we facilitate many fishing clinics 
throughout the year, mostly geared towards kids, but also for 
adults.

3.	 Annually, we have a FREE fishing clinic with recognized 
experts in the field, such as Keating and Woda.  This free clinic 
is for members and anyone who has donated to the club in the 
last year.

4.	 An opportunity to meet and network with other fishermen in the area, this is a great place to talk about 
what's working and what isn't.  Learn from others who want to pass on their knowledge.

5.	 Annual fishing contest running from spring through the fall, with an opportunity to win $$$!
6.	 Monthly fishing events and our fish-ins, with prizes awarded for the top captains and free food!
7.	 Monthly newsletter to keep you informed on the latest news impacting us as fishermen.
8.	 Monthly meetings to learn from experts, whether that is the DNR, Weather Service, or from expert fishermen 

to improve your skills and techniques.

$20 ANNUAL DUES 
FOR ALL MEMBERS 

AND THEIR 
IMMEDIATE FAMILY 

MEMBERS!

We are always looking for 
Sponsorships to help cover  

events and clinics. 

Is it time to increase 
our annual dues to $50, 
$60 or even $75? What 
are YOUR thoughts? 
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2026

Presented by

See all the results at https://www.glsfclub.com/brew-city-tournament/

https://www.glsfclub.com/brew-city-tournament/
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2026

Presented by
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Call  
Or Visit 
Today!

www.bswhearing.com   

130th & Bluemound Rd. (262) 784-0063
49th & Forest Home Ave. (414) 321-2020

•  FREE Hearing Evaluation
•  Member Discounts

© 2016 Starkey. All Rights Reserved.  11/16  49557-16

Locally owned and operated!

Experience you can trust!

August Fun Facts on National Fresh Water Fishing Hall of Fame & Museum:  
–  Answers on page 14 (No Peeking!)

1.	 How tall is the iconic fiberglass Muskie building?
2. 	How long is the landmark sculpture?
3.	  How many people can fit on the observation deck/lower mouth?
4.	 The museum houses how many historical artifacts, including thousands of vintage fishing lures,  
	 rods, and reels.
5.	 Displays feature how many vintage outboard motors, including a rare 1909 Evinrude.
6.	 True or False: It is the official international record-keeping body for freshwater sportfishing world  
	 records
7.	 How many mounted trophy fish are in the museum?
8.	 How many different freshwater species are represented?
9.	 Who and when was the non-profit organization established?
10. When did the gateway building was opened?

Call Today 262-363-4041
www.mukwonagofamilydentistry.com

All leaders are hand-tied 
w/50lb Trilene Big Game Mono

Available at R&R Sports Fishing Hole,  
Dick Smith's Live Bait & Tackle.

Custom Flies are available. 
  If you want it I can make it.
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Club Ongoing Fishing Contest Rules – 2026
1.	 All fish entered must have been caught in Lake Michigan or its connecting waters and must be registered by the angler who caught the 

fish. Species, weight and date caught must be verified by a witness and weighed on an official, state certified scale. While at the scale, 
the registrant will fill out and the witness will sign the Club's official entry form. The original copy will be deposited in the writing desk by 
the scale at the McKinley Marina Cleaning Station, and the carbonless copy will be kept by the member. Please keep this copy as it is 
your proof of catch. Altered forms will not be accepted. Fish entered in sanctioned contests (see #10) will be allowed when the member 
furnishes a copy of the entry form. This form must be signed by the official weighing the fish. It is the member's responsibility to get his or 
her copy to the GLSF contest chairperson or have it placed in the collection box at McKinley Marina within 48 hours of making the catch. 
All final decisions are subject to approval by the Board of Directors.

2.	 Prior to the opening of the Cleaning Station at McKinley Marina, the “Official Weigh-In Station, you will need to use the Temporary Rules 
that follow:
•	 During the month of April, the weighing of fish you want to enter is your responsibility. You must use an electronic fish scale that can 

clearly measure in pounds and tenths of a pound, pounds and ounces that can be mathematically converted to tenths of a pound. 
You must send a picture to the Chairman, Jay Mathwick via text to (414) 702-5078. The picture needs to clearly include the fish being 
registered, and the weight being displayed on the digital scale. In the accompanying text message, make sure to include your full name, 
date, fish species, weight, and the category you wish to register.

•	 After the McKinley Marina Cleaning Station opens, all fish need to be weighed on the certified fish hanging scale inside the Cleaning 
Station. Forms, sometime pens, are found in the writing desk by the GLSF freezer. After fish is weighed and the form is filled out 
completely, they need to be deposited in slot for the holding box under the writing top, within 48 hours of the catch.

3.	 If a fish is being weighed at a sanctioned contest according to rule #10, the weigh-in form and contest verification must be turned in 
within 48 hours of the catch. For simplification, fish registered at a GLSF Fish In can be registered in the Ongoing Contest by filling out the 
additional Ongoing Form available at the Fish In weigh-in table, at the time of the weigh-in.

4.	 Awards will be given according to weight. In the event of a tie, the award will be given to the entrant with the earliest registration date.
5.	 The contest will officially run from April 1st through October 31.
6.	 Minimum Size limits for Individual Prizes and Fisherman of the Year

7.	 Awards will be given to the first, second, and third place for the adult and junior divisions. The junior division is for member's minor 
children, not grand-children, 17 years of age and younger. Persons 18 years and older must compete in the adult division. No one will be 
eligible for more than one award in each category. Awards will consist of money for adults and trophies for juniors.

	 •	 Juniors are not eligible to compete in Fisherperson of the Year, Grand Slam, Captains’ Catch, Fish of the Month, or Big Fish of the Month!
8.	 The " Fisherperson of the Year” award of $50 will be given to the person who registers the highest combined weight of the five-different 

species and minimum weights above, of salmon and trout. These fish can be accumulated throughout the course of the contest, for a 
single person, regardless of where they were caught.

9.	 The "Grand Slam” award of $50 will be given to the fisherperson who registers the heaviest weight of all five species that are caught and 
registered all on a single fishing trip and registered at the same time. There is no minimum weight requirement for this category.

10.	The " Captain's Catch Award” of $50 Dollars will be given to the captain who registers the highest total using the heaviest of each of the 
five species, registered as Captain’s Catch.

	 •	One captain per boat will be allowed to register. The person who will register as the -Captain" should be determined at the beginning of  
		  the contest and remain so for the entire season.
	 •	To register for this award, place the name of the person who caught the fish on the "witness to catch" line and indicate in the proper box.
	 •	This registration does not prevent a member from using their personal catch for their own personal awards. A separate registration form  
		  should be used for this.
	 • Charter Captains while fishing with charters are ineligible for this award.
11.	A monthly award will be given for the biggest fish of the month in weight, for the current month. The Captain of the boat can include that 

fish in their Captain’s catch, or you can register that fish as an individual. The winner of the Fish of the Month and the Biggest Fish of the 
Month cannot “Double Dip” and win both of those awards.

12.	An Adult monthly award will be given for the “Fish of the Month." The Award of will be given for the largest of the species registered during 
the month assigned.

13.	Sanctioned contests are tournaments held by other clubs or organizations and are open to the general public and take place on Lake 
Michigan and its connecting waters.

14.	A fish will be considered a “Club Record Fish” if it exceeds the weight of the existing fish and was officially registered in the 'Club Fishing 
contest under all contest rules. The fish must have been weighed at an official weigh-in station or at a sanctioned contest, and a complete 
registration form, along with good picture of the fish in the hands of the fisherperson is provided to the contest chairman for publication in 
the 'Tightline." All final decisions are subject to approval by the Board of Directors.

The contest chairperson is Jay Mathwick, 4455 S 117 St, Greenfield, WI, 53228, H-(414) 328-0855, C- (414)702-5078 jmathwick@wi.rr.com

Species Adult Junior
Chinook Salmon 19 pounds 12 pounds

Coho Salmon 7 pounds 5 pounds
Brown Trout 6 pounds 3 pounds

Fish of the 
Month Species

April: Brown Trout June: Coho August: Lake Trout October: Chinook

May: Brown Trout July: Rainbow Trout September: Chinook

Species Adult Junior
Lake Trout 10 pounds 5 pounds

Rainbow Trout 8 pounds 5 pounds
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GLSF Ongoing Fishing Contest – Results as of July 31, 2026 
Adult Division
Brown Trout over 6 lb
1st Tedd Foti 17.11 lbs
2nd Dave Heyer 14.4 lbs
3rd Humberto Vargus 12.2 lbs
Lake Trout over 10 lb
1st Tedd Foti 20.1 lbs
2nd Jake Federighe 16.3 lbs
3rd Jay Mathwick 10.5
Rainbow Trout over 8 lb
1st Jim Wolfe 14.6 lbs
2nd Ryan Flohr 10.7 lbs
3rd Kevin Kaari 10.3 lbs
Coho Salmon over 7 lb
1st Jerry Kozar 9.2
2nd Cory Kohls 9.1
3rd Tedd Foti 8.8
King Salmon over 19 lb
1st LeRoy Newberg 20.95
2nd — —
3rd — —
Junior Division
Brown Trout over 3 lb
1st — —
2nd — —
3rd — —
Lake Trout over 5 lb
1st — —
2nd — —
3rd — —
Rainbow Trout over 5 lb
1st Quintin Witt 12.1 lbs
2nd Ethan Flohr 7.2 lbs
3rd — —
Coho Salmon over 5 lb
1st Ethan Flohr 5.9 lbs
2nd — —
3rd — —
King Salmon over 12 lb
1st Quintin Witt 12.8 lbs
2nd — —
3rd — —

Fish of the Month/Biggest Fish of the Month

April
FOTM (Brown Trout) Dave Halter – 10.6 lbs
Biggest Fish None Caught

May
FOTM (Brown Trout) Humberto Vargas – 12.2 lbs
Biggest Fish, Brown None Caught

June
FOTM (Coho) Dominic Federighe – 6.8 lbs
Biggest Fish, Chinock Steve Lipski (Captains Catch) 19.5 lbs

July
FOTM (Rainbow) Jim Wolfe – 14.6 lbs
Biggest Fish, Chinock LeRoy Newberg  – 20.95 lbs

August
FOTM (Lake Trout)
Biggest Fish

September
FOTM (King Salmon )
Biggest Fish

October
FOTM (King Salmon)
Biggest Fish
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Members and Guests,
We are very excited to announce that the club will now 
have the ability to Live Stream. The Board has been 
discussing how can we increase the club's mission to 
the community and our members. We needed another 
way to expand our exposure to show what the club 
is all about and portray our mission statement. We 
decided what a better way than to livestream.
We purchased the equipment needed and tested live 
streaming our March meeting. Yes there was a couple 
hiccups and learning experiences, however overall it 
was a great success.
So going forward, we will now be live streaming all of 
our club meetings. In addition, we are going to test 
live streaming from our events to include the Sport 
Show, Kids Fishing Clinics, Club Fishing Events and 
YES, we will Livestream our Brew City Tournament to 
include the Full Weigh In and Awards Ceremony. 
We need 1 to 2 dedicated  Volunteers to make this 
work! Do you have cinematic dreams? Please talk 
to Ron or Bob.
Our goal is to increase our community exposure to 
show how great our club is, increase membership and 
fully BRAND our mission statement. 
Thank You — The Board

Facebook Live Stream! GLSF Merch Now 
Available
Purchase T-shirts, Hoodies, Polos and Huk 
Shirts with the GLSF logo. 
Simply go to https://allstarsportswear.
chipply.com/GLSF/

https://allstarsportswear.chipply.com/GLSF/ 
https://allstarsportswear.chipply.com/GLSF/ 
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August 06, 2026

Can Habitat Restoration Help Salmon 
Recover? Prairie Creek Offers Clues
 

Researchers tracked salmon before, during, and after 
restoration to understand how restored channel and 
floodplain habitat influences growth, survival, and recovery 
of threatened coho salmon.
When any habitat restoration project finishes, a critical question remains: Will 
the project help threatened fish and other species recover? Answering that 
question requires rigorous long-term monitoring.
At the Prairie Creek salmon habitat restoration project in Northern California, researchers have conducted monitoring before, during, and after 
construction. The monitoring will determine whether the project would improve the survival prospects of threatened Southern Oregon/Northern 
California Coast coho salmon. Researchers included NOAA Fisheries’ Office of Habitat Conservation, Cal Poly Humboldt, and other partners
The project transformed a former lumber mill site into wetlands, side channels, and off-channel ponds where juvenile salmon can rest, feed, and grow 
before migrating to the Pacific Ocean. Juvenile salmon that grow big and strong in freshwater have a better chance of surviving their time in the ocean 
and returning as adults to spawn.
Early findings suggest that juvenile coho salmon using the restored habitat are growing faster and experiencing higher ocean survival than prior 
generations from the same watershed. Preexisting monitoring data going back to 2011 gave the team an unusually long baseline against which to 
measure change. Their findings are also changing what scientists understand about how juvenile salmon use coastal watersheds.

Monitoring: Early Signs of Success
Researchers from Cal Poly Humboldt set up a salmon life-cycle monitoring station to determine how coho salmon and other species were responding 
to the project. 
Each fall, team members wade into Prairie Creek, catch a sample of juvenile coho salmon, measure them to assess growth rates, and implant them 
with Passive Integrated Transponders, or PIT tags. These microchips are the size of a grain of rice, and last for the fish's lifetime. They are detected 
by antenna arrays placed at strategic locations throughout the watershed, automatically logging each fish's location and timing. The team also counts 
redds, or salmon nests, during the winter spawning season and counts smolts, juvenile fish heading to the ocean, each spring. 
"The winter of 2024, we had our second-highest redd estimate ever,” said Katherine Stonecypher, who leads the monitoring program. “That 
corresponds with spring 2023's smolt abundance estimate, which was the highest ever—the first cohort to have had the opportunity to use the 
restoration site as juveniles. This past winter, we saw a robust return as well.” 
Using PIT tag data, the team calculated that 2.6 percent of the 2023 juvenile coho cohort survived the ocean and returned to spawn as adults. 
Previous estimates had put marine survival at around 1 percent. This suggests the out-migrating juveniles were healthier and better able to survive 
ocean conditions. 
“Monitoring for just one 3-year life cycle is not enough to tell you what the population is doing,” said Stonecypher. “But if you show an increase over 
time, you can say: This is when we restored this section of lower Prairie Creek, and we're showing that a sizable proportion of the population is using it."
Research also found that juvenile fish using the restored off-channel habitat grow faster than fish staying in the main creek channel.

Better Habitat, Bigger Fish
“In certain sites and certain years, the fish using restoration sites grew up to twice as fast,” 
said Carter Adamson, a fish biologist with the Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission 
who completed his master's thesis on fish growth at the Prairie Creek restoration site. 
“Individuals that grow faster are more likely to survive to outmigration, more likely to survive 
at sea, and more likely to return to the stream to spawn as adults.”
Adamson noted that some restored areas provided variable growth rates from year to year, 
while others stayed consistent. 
“This shows the importance of having multiple restoration sites,” said Adamson. “If, for 
whatever reason, one site isn't providing the benefits we want in a given year, another site 
can make up for it."
Monitoring at Prairie Creek will continue through at least 2028.
Full article  https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/feature-story/can-habitat-restoration-help-
salmon-recover-prairie-creek-offers-clues

Members of the monitoring show off adult salmon captured at a monitoring 
station. From left to right, Kevin Vandenack holds a steelhead, Katherine 
Stonecypher holds a coho salmon, and Bryan Crouch holds a Chinook 
salmon. Credit: Katherine Stonecypher/Cal Poly Humboldt

A member of the monitoring team Colton Dixon with 
two juvenile coho. Credit: Katherine Stonecypher/Cal 
Poly Humboldt

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/feature-story/anglers-catch-salmon-science-tracking-reveals-risks-facing-adult-fall-chinook?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/feature-story/anglers-catch-salmon-science-tracking-reveals-risks-facing-adult-fall-chinook?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/feature-story/can-habitat-restoration-help-salmon-recover-prairie-creek-offers-clues
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/feature-story/can-habitat-restoration-help-salmon-recover-prairie-creek-offers-clues
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Trivia Answers (Continued from page 9)
1.	 4.5 Stories tall
2.	 143 feet long
3.	 20 people at one time 
4.	 Over 50,000 historical artifacts
5.	 A collection of over 1,000, including a rare 1909 Evinrude 
6. 	 True
7. 	 300 mounted trophy fish
8.	 Nearly 200 different freshwater species
9. 	  Established in 1960 by Bob Kutz to preserve the heritage of freshwater angling
10.  In1976 that the gateway building was opened as a temporary museum facility and visitors were  
       encouraged for a donation. Eight thousand visitors came that first summer season.
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BOOK A 
MILWAUKEE 
CHARTER 
FISHING TRIP on 
LAKE MICHIGAN
NOW! 

Call 414-460-1467 
http://www.silverkingfishon.com

“The Best Charter Fishing 
Value in Milwaukee”

HELP US LEARN HOW  
STOCKED AND WILD STEELHEAD  

BENEFIT FISHING!

REGISTER at GLanglerdiary.org
RECORD all steelhead fishing trips
MEASURE every steelhead caught
CHECK for fin clips

Results and full instructions at: 
MichiganSeaGrant.org/GLAD

Supported by Michigan State University,  
Michigan Sea Grant, Michigan Department of Natural  

Resources, and Detroit Area Steelheaders.

http://www.silverkingfishon.com
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LOWEST COPY PRICES 
IN THE AREA!

500 b/w copies $20; 500 color copies $70
1000 b/w copies $35;1000 color copies $99

Prices based on 8-1/2 x 11 -20# white paper, 1 side

4967 S. 76th Street, Greenfield, WI 
(414)281-9545 • Fax: (414)281-9501 

email: printgraphix@aol.com 
M-F 8:30 am • 8pm; Sat 10am • 5pm

•	 PROBATE/TRUST ADMINISTRATION
•	 PROBATE AVOIDANCE 
•	 WILLS & TRUSTS
•	 POWERS OF ATTORNEY 
•	 HOME OR HOSPITAL VISITS
•	 REAL ESTATE
	 o	 OFFERS
	 o	 CLOSINGS

Sanger Law Office, S.C.
FREE INITIAL

CONSULTATION
85th & 

Forest Home

MICHAEL D. SANGER  (414) 304-6000 
8585 W. Forest Home Ave., Greenfield, WI 53228 

www.michaelsangerlaw.com 

mailto:email: printgraphix@aol.com
http://www.michaelsangerlaw.com
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2026 Sponsors of the GLSF (Please support our sponsors)
Titanium Sponsors:
Reed Yacht Sales www.reedyatchsales.com (414) 651-3100
Weldcraft https://weldcraftmarine.com/
Kirchen Insurance andy.curro@kircheninsurance.com (262) 510-5071

Cedar Lake Sales https://www.cedarlakesales.com/ 
3820 Hwy 33 W, West Bend, WI (262) 334-7588

Hammerflies https://hammerflies.com/ (414) 426-7536
Addonis Roofing www.adonisRoofingWI.com (262) 844-6838

R&R Fishin’ Hole
https://www.rrsportsfishinhole.com/ (414) 481-6888
3070 East Layton Avenue,  
St. Francis, WI 53235

Fishing Hotline: 
(414) 481-9090

Platinum Sponsors:
Grizzly Charters Facebook.com/GrizzlyCharters (262) 470-0021
Local Roofing Solutions www.localroofingsolutions.com/ (414) 477-1982

M-W Marine, Inc.
https://www.mwmarine.com/

(414) 425-279011901 W. Janesville Rd.  
Hales Corners, WI

Manhardt Charters Facebook/Manhardtcharters (262) 719-1475

Smithfield Foods
1 Sweet Apple-Wood Lane,  
Cudahy, WI 53110 (414) 744-2000

Screaming Drags https://www.facebook.com/
ScreaminDragsTackle/ (262) 307-9167

Silver King Charters 2942 S Pine Ave, Bay View, WI 53207 (414) 460-1467
Gold Sponsors:
B.S. Wisniewski 4847 W. Forest Home Ave
Roger Droukas
HEISER TOYOTA Inc.

11301 W Metro Auto Mall Rd. 
Milwaukee,  WI 53223 (414) 403-0495

Sanger Law Offices 8585 W. Forest Home Ave. 
Greenfield, WI 53228 (414) 304-6000

Sarah & Jason Wasielewski Eagle, WI
Silver Sponsors:

Print Graphix 4749 S 76 Street,  
Greenfield, WI 53220 (414) 281-9545

Sid Grinker Restoration 1719 N Vel R Phillips Ave, 
Milwaukee, WI (414) 687-2043

Fee Structure

•	 Silver – Includes one 
Standard Membership for the 
named individual, plus a one 
line listing in The Tightline, 
the GLSF website’s Sponsor’s 
Page (with a link to your 
website, if desired) and the 
GLSF Members’ Handbook. 
(NO Logos or ads will be listed 
for this price) ($100)

•	 Gold – Same benefits as 
the Silver Membership, plus 
a small (Business Card size) 
ad someplace in The Tightline 
and the GLSF website. ($200)

•	 Platinum – Same Benefits 
as the Gold Membership, 
plus a quarter page ad in The 
Tightline and the equivalent 
sized ad on the GLSF website. 
($500)

•	 Titanium - Is the highest 
level of participation of an 
Associate, and is bestowed 
upon the company, or 
individual, by the GLSF Board 
of Directors, and is reserved 
for Associates that contribute 
$1000 or more. This would 
include all of the benefits of 
the Platinum membership 
plus, the ad size would be 
increased to at least a half 
page or more, at the discretion 
of the Executive Board, for 
greater donations. ($1000+)

http://www.prattgears.com 
https://www.cedarlakesales.com/
https://hammerflies.com/
https://www.rrsportsfishinhole.com/
http://Facebook.com/GrizzlyCharters
https://www.mwmarine.com/
http://Facebook/Manhardtcharters
https://www.facebook.com/ScreaminDragsTackle/
https://www.facebook.com/ScreaminDragsTackle/
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DNR And DHS Issue 2026-2028 Fish 
Consumption Booklet
 

New Choose Wisely Booklet Outlines Updated Safe-
Eating Guidelines
MADISON, Wis. – The Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR), in partnership with the Wisconsin 
Department of Health Services (DHS), today announced 
the online publication of the 2026-2028 Choose Wisely 
booklet, which outlines consumption guidelines for fish 
caught from waterbodies across the state.

While fish are a great source of lean protein and healthy 
omega-3 fats, pollutants from the water they live in and 
the food they eat may build up in their bodies. Some 
pollutants can build up to levels that can be harmful to 
wildlife and humans who eat fish.

The DNR routinely samples fish from popular angling 
areas and waters with suspected pollution and 
contaminants, including polychlorinated biphenyls 
(PCBs), mercury and perfluorooctane sulfonate 
(PFOS), a type of PFAS. Scientists use the levels of 
contamination found in the fish and the best available 
evidence for how those contaminants affect human 
health to determine how much fish is safe to eat over 
a lifetime.

"The DNR tests for contaminants in fish from a number of waterbodies each year and uses these new results, 
along with past testing, to update the advice for these waters if needed," said Sean Strom, DNR environmental 
toxicologist. "It is important for anglers who frequently eat fish to check for new advisory updates."

Since the DNR published the prior version of Choose Wisely in 2024, the Great Lakes Consortium for Fish 
Consumption Advisories updated its recommended fish consumption guidelines for levels of PFOS in fish fillets. 
The DNR and DHS reviewed these new recommendations and made changes to several existing consumption 
advisories. Certain locations, such as parts of the Yahara River Chain of Lakes and the Wisconsin and La Crosse 
rivers, now have more restrictive consumption advisories, including "Do Not Eat" for some species.

The DNR and DHS encourage anglers and those eating fish from Wisconsin’s waters to review the newly updated 
recommendations in Choose Wisely to ensure they are following current safe-eating guidelines. Anglers can also 
look for signage with waterbody-specific advisories posted at some access points to help make decisions about 
which fish to keep in order to minimize consuming unwanted contaminants.

In addition to the updated Choose Wisely booklet, waterbody-specific consumption advice can be found by 
using the DNR’s online query tool.

Choose Wisely 2026-2028 
A Health Guide To Eating Fish In Wisconsin 

Photo Credit: iStock/Andrea Obzerova 

 

 

 

  

Publication Date: August 2026 
PUB - FH - 824 2026  

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/feature-story/anglers-catch-salmon-science-tracking-reveals-risks-facing-adult-fall-chinook?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/feature-story/anglers-catch-salmon-science-tracking-reveals-risks-facing-adult-fall-chinook?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://widnr.widen.net/s/s6mkcq6tmr/pub_fh_824_choosewisely
https://widnr.widen.net/s/s6mkcq6tmr/pub_fh_824_choosewisely
https://apps.dnr.wi.gov/fishconsumptionadvisoryquery/
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Get Ready For Hunting Seasons Opening In September
 

The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources reminds hunters to prepare for the opening of several hunting 
seasons in September. New this fall, the DNR published an online version of the hunting regulations, including a 
drop-down filter that can help people navigate to the info they need faster.

There are six dates throughout September when seasons open. Hunters are encouraged to double-check season 
dates and that they have acquired all necessary licenses and stamps before going out for a hunt.

Sept. 1
Common gallinule
Early Canada goose
Early teal
Mourning dove
Rail
Snipe

Sept. 9
Bear (Zones A, B, C, D, E and F with aid of 
bait and all other legal methods not using 
dogs)

Sept. 12
Cottontail rabbit (Northern Zone)
Deer (archery and crossbow)
Ruffed grouse (Zone A)
Squirrels (gray and fox)
Turkey

Sept. 16
Regular goose (Northern and  
Southern zones)
Bear (Zones A, B, D with the aid 
of dogs, the aid of bait and all 
other legal methods)

Sept. 19
Youth waterfowl
Woodcock

Sept. 26
Duck (Northern Zone)

The DNR also reminds hunters of mobile-friendly online resources, including hunting regulations, season dates, 
hunting hours and more, available on the DNR’s Hunting webpage. Hunters can find information on species 
population levels and hunting opportunities on the DNR’s fall hunting forecasts.

A list of public lands open to hunting is available using the Public Access Lands webpage. This web resource lets 
hunters plan their next adventure from the comfort of their home.

The Fields and Forest Lands Interactive Game Bird Hunting Tool provides hunters information on managed dove 
fields, stocked pheasant properties, as well as habitat for hunting ruffed grouse and woodcock.

As Wisconsin’s most popular hunting seasons ramp up, it’s important for all hunters to do their part to keep 
Wisconsin a safe place to hunt by following these firearm safety rules:

T - Treat every firearm as if it is loaded. 
A - Always point the muzzle in a safe direction. 
B - Be certain of your target, what’s before and beyond it. 
K - Keep your finger outside the trigger guard until you are ready to shoot.

Anyone born on or after Jan. 1, 1973, must have a hunter education certification to purchase a hunting license 
unless hunting under the Mentored Hunting Law. Learn more about safe hunting in Wisconsin and register to take 
a hunter education course on the DNR website.

The DNR wishes all hunters a safe and successful 2026 hunting season.

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/feature-story/anglers-catch-salmon-science-tracking-reveals-risks-facing-adult-fall-chinook?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/feature-story/anglers-catch-salmon-science-tracking-reveals-risks-facing-adult-fall-chinook?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Hunt
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/hunt/FallForecasts
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/lands
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Lands/FFLIGHT
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/Education/OutdoorSkills/HuntingSafety
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Paul A. Smith
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel
USA TODAY NETWORK – WIS.

Anglers donate to those experiencing 
food insecurity
 

Volunteers fill crates with bags of filleted salmon and 
trout on Aug. 9 during the Brew City Salmon Tournament 
in Milwaukee. Anglers in the event donated 2,080 pounds 
of fresh fish to the Hunger Task Force. The fish was 
distributed to Milwaukee food pantries Aug. 10.

Fish records are kept by a multitude of organizations at the state, national and world levels. And in hundreds of categories, 
too, including by species and for hook-and-line, catch-and-release, spear fishing and more. With all due respect to all of 
those, in my opinion they can’t match the significance of a record established Aug. 9 at a Milwaukee fishing tournament. 
Anglers at the 2026 Brew City Salmon Tournament donated 2,080 pounds of salmon and trout to the Hunger Task Force. 

The amount is a record high in fish donated from the event, said Jerry Pipp, director of operations for Hunger Task Force. 
'It’s gigantic,' Pipp said. 'Over the course of the year, nothing else compares to the Brew City donations.' Hunger Task Force 
is a nonprofit organization serving food pantries in Milwaukee County. While food is regularly donated to Hunger Task Force 
by organizations and individuals, it’s almost alway scanned, dried or frozen.

The fish provided by the Brew City anglers was cleaned, filleted and bagged in family-sized portions. After being 
transported to the Hunger Task Force facility in Milwaukee, it was stored overnight in safe, temperature-controlled 
conditions and distributed Aug. 10 to local food pantries.

If you bought it in a market, the fish would be advertised as 'fresh caught,' 'wild caught' and 'never frozen.' All of which is 
true in the case of the Brew City salmon and trout donations.

Volunteers Brenda Rosin-Schaff and Will Awve clean fish on Aug. 9 at the Brew City Salmon Tournament in 
Milwaukee. The price of such fish is often $25 per pound in Wisconsin stores. That’s too expensive for many 
people, especially those experiencing food insecurities. So for sake of discussion, the fishing tourney donations 
had an estimated retail value of $52,000. And more, they provided a rare, fresh and nutritious component to the 
diets of hundreds of local residents. 

'Distributing fresh fish to people in our community doesn’t happen without this tournament,' Pipp said. 'It’s 
really valuable from every perspective.' The Brew City tournament is 
organized by the Milwaukee Great Lakes Sport Fishing Club and has 
been held mostly annually since the late 1990s. In 2013, fishing club 
members decided to start donating fish from the event to local food 
pantries, said club representative Bob Wincek. It evolved into the 
relationship with Hunger Task Force.

Over about the last decade, Brew City organizers have asked tourney 
participants to consider donating their catches to Hunger Task Force. 
The anglers have responded in a big way. The tournament’s one-
day format has teams of anglers fishing the Lake Michigan waters of 
Wisconsin from early morning to early afternoon with the requirement 
they are in the weigh-in line by the appointed time.

Prizes are awarded to the teams with the heaviest 10-fish bags. This 
year the weigh-in was scheduled for 1:30 p.m. at McKinley Marina in 
Milwaukee. But a severe thunderstorm rolled through southeastern 
Wisconsin about 11 a.m. Its arrival included a dramatic shelf cloud 

photo by Paul A. Smith/Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/feature-story/anglers-catch-salmon-science-tracking-reveals-risks-facing-adult-fall-chinook?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/feature-story/anglers-catch-salmon-science-tracking-reveals-risks-facing-adult-fall-chinook?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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over Milwaukee. And the Lake Michigan anglers, among the most weather-aware segment of our population, 
made their way into the Milwaukee harbor before the high winds and rain hit.

The storm knocked out power at McKinley Marina, delaying the weigh-in process and denying fish cleaners the 
use of the grinder at the site’s public fish cleaning station. But after about an hour power was restored. And it 
did nothing to dampen the enthusiasm of the participants and volunteers at the event. Among the volunteers 
were members of the Wisconsin Council of Sport Fishing Organizations who filleted and bagged fish.

The tournament was won by a team with Milwaukee Offshore Fishing led by Capt. Mark Scaffidi. The team 
weighed a 10-fish bag of 151 pounds. The fish were all chinook salmon caught northeast of Milwaukee and mostly 
on dodger-fly combos, Scaffidi said. The team brought 14 fish to shore, intentionally leaving one short of the 
legal limit in case they caught a very big fish to help their tournament weight. The biggest individual fish were 
chinook salmon in the 20-pound range, Scaffidi said. The first-place finish came with a $2,625 check and trophy.

To the point of my column, though, the team donated all 14 fish, totaling about 200 pounds, to the Hunger Task 
Force. Every team I talked to did the same. The donated fish were distributed within 24 hours to 12 food pantries 
in Milwaukee, Pipp said.

The fish were separated into 67 bins, each containing about 31 pounds of fillets. 'Generally by that evening it’s 
in the homes and in the hands of people who need it,' Pipp 
said. 'It’s really gratifying to see how the anglers support this 
need.' Based on my observations Aug. 9 at the tournament, the 
record isn’t safe. 'We lost a couple hours of fishing due to that 
storm,' Wincek said. 'And I can tell you, the Brew City anglers 
are determined to break their fish donation mark next year. It’s 
become a source of pride.'
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Seasoning Mix: If you don’t have a good 
seasoning mix, or if you’re not sure if the one 
you have will be good here, just sprinkle your 
salmon with about a teaspoon of coarse kosher 
salt, and then some onion powder, garlic 
powder, and paprika. This helps give flavor to 
the salmon and it also helps the sauce stick to 
the salmon.

Bang Bang Salmon with  
Avocado Cucumber Salsa
 

Total Time: 22 minutes Yield: 4 servings

Ingredients
1 1/2 pounds salmon filet
1-2 tablespoons all-purpose seasoning mix  
(see notes for homemade below)
1/4 cup mayo
2 tablespoons sweet chili sauce
1 clove garlic, grated
1 teaspoon soy sauce
Chili crisp for topping  
(a spicy, savory, and crunchy oil-based condiment)

Instructions

Prep the Salmon: Preheat oven to 400 degrees. Cut the salmon into individual portions if you want. Pat the 
salmon dry. Coat the salmon with the spice mix. Place salmon on a parchment-lined baking sheet.

Make the Bang Bang Sauce: Mix mayo, sweet chili sauce, garlic, and soy sauce in a small bowl. Set half of it 
aside for after baking.

Bake the Salmon: Spread a small spoonful of sauce over the seasoned salmon pieces. Bake for 10 minutes 
towards the top of the oven. Then turn the broiler on for another 2-3 minutes, until your salmon looks golden 
brown and a bit caramelized on top.  

Serve: Serve the salmon over rice, with a vegetable of choice, and the reserved bang bang sauce + chili crisp 
drizzled over top! So easy and so good.

Find it online: https://pinchofyum.com/bang-bang-salmon-with-avocado-cucumber-salsa

For Serving: 
Cooked rice
Some kind of vegetable - suggest a little avocado 
cucumber salsa which you can find below!

NEW Recipe 
of the Month

Avocado Cucumber Salsa: Mix 1 avocado 
(diced), half of a cucumber (diced), a handful 
of chopped cilantro, a bit of lime juice, a pinch 
of salt, and a tablespoon of honey in a small 
bowl. Done! Perfect pretty little green veg for 
the bowl..

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/feature-story/anglers-catch-salmon-science-tracking-reveals-risks-facing-adult-fall-chinook?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/feature-story/anglers-catch-salmon-science-tracking-reveals-risks-facing-adult-fall-chinook?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://pinchofyum.com/bang-bang-salmon-with-avocado-cucumber-salsa
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https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100085928130742

https://www.instagram.com/rr_sports.fishin.hole/

3048 E Layton Ave 
Saint Francis, WI

Welcome to the NEW R&R Sports Fishin' Hole! We are now open and ready to help you with all 
your fishing needs. We now have over 5000 sq ft of all that hard to find tackle to help you catch 
more fish. We now carry an even bigger selection of rods, reels, terminal tackle and lures to help 
you catch your favorite species of fish. We have also expanded our live bait selection. 

(414) 481-6888 • www.rrsportsfishinhole.com

NEW
LOCATION

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100085928130742
https://www.instagram.com/rr_sports.fishin.hole/
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Great Lakes Basin Report 

Celebrate 'Marsh 
Madness' with the 
DNR's spring 
magazine
The spring issue of Wisconsin Natural 
Resources magazine is now available 
in print and online, full of compelling 
stories and important information to 
help you enjoy the season.

The latest issue celebrates “marsh 
madness,” focusing on the marvels of 
marshlands in Wisconsin. Stories 
include a look at the history and 
resiliency of Dodge County’s 
expansive Horicon Marsh, along with
other marsh areas to explore. There’s a 
tale of marsh rejuvenation at the Little 
Yellow River in central Wisconsin
and, for plant lovers, a look at several 
types of flora commonly found in 
wetland areas.

Also in the spring issue, you’ll find
fascinating tales of fun history in the 
Wisconsin State Park System, which is 
marking its 125th anniversary this year.
State wildlife areas are highlighted,
too, as is the Northern Highland-
American Legion State Forest, which 
also has an anniversary in 2025. This 
beautiful area in the heart of 
Wisconsin’s Northwoods turns 100 
this year.

Pheasants, Arbor Day, gardening,
flood awareness and hunting are all 
covered in the spring issue. You also 
can learn where to find paved trails 
perfect for hiking without a muddy 
mess and read about upcoming Natural 
Resources Foundation of Wisconsin 
field trips, fun ways to explore the 
state! There’s a story on how the DNR 
helps food pantries by donating 
salmon from spawning facilities. Plus, 
learn about lookalike wildlife such as 
foxes, coyotes and wolves and how to 
tell them apart.

There is plenty more in the latest issue, 
too, including tips to spot signs of 
spring. It will be here before you know 
it! Check out the digital magazine 
online at wnrmag.com or subscribe to 
the print edition, just $8.97 a year for 
four quarterly issues. Call 1-800-678-
9472 or check the website to sign up, 
renew or give a gift today.

Regulation adjustment 
coming for yellow 
perch fishing on Mille 
Lacs Lake
Starting March 11, the daily and 
possession limit for yellow perch on 
Mille Lacs Lake was reduced from 20 
to five. This regulation will be in place 
through November 30.

The Minn. DNR is implementing 
this adjustment to the daily and 
possession limit to help maintain a 
good perch population for the future. 
Yellow perch are a key species in the 
Mille Lacs Lake ecosystem and young 
yellow perch are a primary food source 
for predators (especially walleye). 
Maintaining an abundance of older 
perch will result in more young being 
produced this spring and preserve 
harvest opportunities for next year.

“We are pleased that the perch 
fishing on Mille Lacs this winter has 
been good for many anglers,” said 
Brad Parsons, Minnesota Department 
of Natural Resources fisheries section 
manager. “With annual perch harvest 
never more than 7,000 pounds since 
2012, this year’s rebound is a positive 
sign for the health of the lake.”

State-licensed anglers share the 
perch harvest on Mille Lacs with 
Ojibwe Tribes that retain fishing rights 
by treaty. To conserve the fishery, an 
annual safe harvest level is 
cooperatively established by the state 
and the Tribes through a government-
to-government, co-management 
process. Each party then sets fishing 
regulations to stay within their share of 
the harvest. As of February 23, the 
state has harvested more than 43,000 
pounds of perch, exceeding its share of 
the harvest of 36,500 pounds.

“The state and our Tribal partners 
will intensify efforts to evaluate the 
Mille Lacs perch population and future 
sustainable harvest plans. The 
response we see in the perch 
population to this year’s higher harvest 
will be an important part of that,” 
Parsons said.

Complete Mille Lacs Lake fishing 
regulations and regularly updated data 
on state-licensed angler catches of 
walleye, northern pike and yellow

ODNR to release 
rainbow trout 
beginning in March
COLUMBUS, Ohio – The Ohio DNR 
has scheduled the release of 85,000 
rainbow trout at 90 locations 
beginning Wednesday, March 12. The 
locations were chosen to give as many 
anglers as possible a chance to reel in 
these feisty fish in March, April, and 
May. Trout releases are designed for 
high angler success and harvest.

New trout release locations include 
Stoner Pond and Starr Lake, both in 
Lucas County as well as Wingfoot 
Wildlife Area in Portage County. Find 
a complete list of release dates and 
locations at ohiodnr.gov/
troutstockings. Trout stocking events 
at certain locations may change due to 
weather, be sure to look for updated 
information online or by calling 1-
800-WILDLIFE (1-800-945-3543).

Some trout stocking locations feature 
a special event on the day of the 
scheduled release, including youth-
only fishing. Trout fishing 
opportunities for the public may be 
limited during special events. Fishing 
at state park youth ponds is only 
available for youth 15 years of age and 
younger for the first seven days after 
trout are released. After that week, 
these waters are open to anglers of all 
ages for trout fishing opportunities 
through the end of April. On May 1, 
these ponds return to providing youth-
only fishing for the rest of the year.

By stocking these public lakes and 
ponds in addition to other water areas 
across the state, the Division of 
Wildlife provides anglers the 
opportunity to enjoy quality spring 
rainbow trout fishing in a family-
friendly environment. Check Ohio’s 
2025-26 fishing regulations before 
your outing and be aware that the daily 
limit is five rainbow trout per angler.

         

perch are available on the Minnesota 
DNR website (mndnr.gov/mille
lacslake).
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2026 ICAST Best of Category Winners 
Best of Show 2026: Best Rod/Reel Combo - Rhino 
Spinning Combos 
 
Rods, Reels, and Combos 
 Rods and Reel Combo: Rhino 30 6-foot 6-inch 2-Piece 

Medium Spinning Combo 
 Freshwater Rod: St. Croix of Park Falls Triumph 

Freshwater 
 Freshwater Reel: Shimano Curado DC 
 Saltwater Reel: Daiwa 2026 BQ SW Spinning Reels 
 Saltwater Rod: Bull Bay Tackle 

Company BANSHEE-BG 
 Kid’s Tackle: Zebco Bottomland Spincast Combo 

 
 

Electronics 
 Motorized Boating Accessory: Garmin USA Spy Pole 

Mount 
 Electronics: Garmin USA LiveScope 2 HD 
 Energy: ePropulsion Technology Limited ePropulsion 

kMax Battery 
 
 
Lures and Terminal Tackle  
 Wired And Skirted Lure: Z-Man Fishing Products 

Chatterbait Elite EVO HD 
 Freshwater Hard Lure: American Baitworks Co. 

Synch Fishing Artisan Wake & Crank 130 
 Freshwater Soft Lure: Rapala CrushCity “The CEO” 

21 
 Saltwater Soft Lure: Rapala CrushCity IMPOSTER 
 Saltwater Hard Lure: Shimano LEDGERUNNER 
 Terminal Tackle: G-Ratt Baits Urchin Rig 
 Braided Fishing Line: Daiwa J-Braid Grand X8 Ocean 

Splash 
 Non-Braided Fishing Line: Seaguar BRWLR 

Monofilament 
 
 
Boats and Watercraft 
 Boats and Watercraft: VoyaX MOSSA Series 

Motorized Kayak 

Apparel and Eyewear 
 Women’s Lifestyle Apparel: AFTCO Women’s 

Overcast Sweatshirt 
 Men’s Lifestyle Apparel: HUK Performance Fishing 

Tide Point KC Printed Shirt 
 Extreme Weather Technical Apparel: AFTCO 

Hydronaut Insulated Jacket and Bib 
 Women’s Technical Apparel: Fishewear Brookie ¼ 

Zip Thermal 
 Men’s Technical Apparel: Simms Fishing Products 

Challenger Suit 
 Eyewear: Bajio Sunglasses Cocho Dark Blue Camo 

Matte Blue Mirror Glass 
 Footwear: Hey Dude HEY20 Flip 
 
Accessories 
 Cutlery, Hand Pliers, or Tools: BUBBA Pro Series 

Gen 2 Electric Filet Knife 
 Fishing Accessory: Rapala High Capacity Line 

Remover 
 Custom Tackle Components: BUZBE Magnetic 

Launch Pad 
 Tackle Management: BUZBE Basic Deep Urchin Bait 

Box 
 Non-Motorized Boating Accessory: Turtlebox Audio 

Turtlebox Cub 
 Ice Fishing: Evolution Fishing Ice Rod Locker 
 First Time Exhibitor Product: ArcPro Fishing 

Floating Aerator 
 Novelties and Wellness: Rapala Giant Lure Bald Eagle 
 
Fly Fishing 
 Fly Fishing Reel: Loopp Classic X Multiplier  
 Fly Fishing Rod: St. Croix of Park Falls Imperial Fly 

Rods 
 Fly Fishing Technical Apparel: Simms Men’s G37 

Pro Stockingfoot Waders 
 Fly Fishing Tools And Materials: Asghar Export 

Kampus Premium Quality Fly Tying Kit 
 Fly Fishing Accessory: Simms Fishing Products Scout 

SlingBack  
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Biggest Fish Target Species

# Boat Name Captain Weight
Lake Trout

Weight
# of 

Species Weight
Total 

Points
# of 
Fish Weight

Total 
Points

Series 
Score

1 Shock Hazard Matt Lubecke 15.43 12.56 3 34.51 94.51 5 66.12 116.12 100
2 Rays the Limit Andy Korducki 12.17 6.26 2 30.34 70.34 5 48.05 98.05 98
3 My Alibi Dave Halbrucker 14.68 14.68 3 27.20 87.20 5 46.28 96.28 96
4 Salmon King David Kallie 14.77 14.77 3 26.05 86.05 5 44.21 94.21 94
5 Sea Mate Ted Foti 13.75 13.75 3 24.68 84.68 5 42.85 92.85 92
6 Whitewater Express II Tim Hyvonen 11.02 11.02 3 26.89 86.89 5 40.25 90.25 90
7 Happy Place Dave Heyer 14.41 0.00 2 27.37 67.37 5 37.16 87.16 88
8 Wiz John Wierzba 9.04 9.04 3 21.80 81.80 5 36.41 86.41 86
9 Fish Licker Michael Vetting 12.83 12.83 3 28.48 88.48 5 34.91 84.91 84

10 E Aye O Jess Tikusis 8.81 6.61 3 21.33 81.33 5 32.00 82.00 82
11 Steelin' Strikes Tyler Peck 13.93 0.00 1 33.68 53.68 4 38.92 78.92 80
12 White Willy Riley Willgrubs 6.30 6.30 2 12.25 52.25 5 26.45 76.45 78
13 Real Impact Andrew Huss 7.27 2.42 3 14.15 74.15 5 24.02 74.02 76
14 Schu Schu II William Koch 4.23 0.00 0 0.00 0.00 5 16.88 66.88 74
15 HumVee Humberto Vargas 0.00 0.00 0 0.00 0.00 0 0.00 0.00 72
16 Niki Steve Lipski 0.00 0.00 0 0.00 0.00 0 0.00 0.00 70
17 No Name Thomas Serres 0.00 0.00 0 0.00 0.00 0 0.00 0.00 68
18
19
20

GLSF Club Tournament Challenge Series Leg #2 2026
Entry Information Big 3 Species Scoring 5 Heaviest Fish Scoring

Biggest Fish Target Species

# Boat Name Captain Weight
King

Weight
# of 

Species Weight
Total 

Points
# of 
Fish Weight

Total 
Points

Series 
Score

1 Sea Mate Ted Foti 16.62 16.62 3 38.09 98.09 5 61.71 111.71 100
2 Whitewater Express II Tim Hyvonen 14.30 14.30 3 32.66 92.66 5 58.32 108.32 98
3 Salmon King David Kallie 13.53 13.53 3 23.85 83.85 5 48.05 98.05 96
4 Rays the Limit Andy Korducki 12.83 12.83 3 33.63 93.63 5 45.84 95.84 94
5 Believe it or Not 13.22 0.00 2 29.27 69.27 5 44.21 94.21 -
6 My Alibi Dave Halbrucker 14.50 14.50 3 29.80 89.80 5 41.88 91.88 92
7 The Wiz John Wierzba 13.00 8.02 3 24.73 84.73 5 39.32 89.32 -
8 Fish Licker Michael Vetting 9.12 5.69 3 17.63 77.63 5 27.37 77.37 90
9 White Willy Riley Willgrubs 7.67 5.39 3 19.00 79.00 5 26.45 76.45 88

10 Happy Place Dave Heyer 8.82 8.82 1 14.72 34.72 4 16.05 56.05 86
11 Niki Steve Lipski 0.00 0.00 0 0.00 0.00 0 0.00 0.00 -
13
14

GLSF Club Tournament Challenge Series Leg #3 2026
Entry Information Big 3 Species Scoring 5 Heaviest Fish Scoring

Biggest Fish Target Species

# Boat Name Captain Weight
Rainbow
Weight

# of 
Species Weight

Total 
Points

# of 
Fish Weight

Total 
Points

Series 
Score

1 Salmon King David Kallie 17.63 6.83 3 37.07 97.07 5 60.61 110.61 100
2 Sea Mate Ted Foti 14.99 8.68 3 34.16 94.16 5 54.09 104.09 98
3 Rays the Limit Andy Korducki 14.50 0.00 3 34.82 94.82 5 48.88 98.88 96
4 The Wiz John Wierzba 11.02 4.06 3 27.99 87.99 5 46.81 96.81
5 Fish Licker Michael Vetting 13.66 8.11 3 29.80 89.80 5 43.11 93.11 94
6 Whitewater Express II Tim Hyvonen 14.94 5.77 3 28.65 88.65 5 40.51 90.51 92
7 White Willy Riley Willgrubs 8.82 7.67 3 25.21 85.21 5 35.04 85.04 90
8 Niki Steve Lipski 14.59 0.00 1 14.59 34.59 1 14.59 24.59

GLSF Club Tournament Challenge Series Leg #4 2026
Entry Information Big 3 Species Scoring 5 Heaviest Fish Scoring
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G L S F Membership Form

Make Checks payable to: Great Lakes Sport Fishermen - Mail to PO Box 510332, New Berlin WI, 53151-0332

Please fill-in all 
boxes that apply.

❍ ALL MEMBERSHIPS.......................$20.00
     ____  Family Membership
     ____  Junior Membership
     ____  Senior Membership

❍ Associate (Silver Level)................$100.00
❍ Associate (Gold Level)..................$200.00
❍ Associate (Platinum Level)...........$500.00
❍ Associate (Titanium Level).........$1000.00

Charter Captain ❍ Yes or ❍ No

❍ New Membership
❍ Renewal Membership
❍ Change of Address

❍ Cash     ❍ Check    

❍ If you prefer to pay by MasterCard or Visa, 
    please go to www.glsfclub.com/shop/

Name_________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________
City __________________________________________________
State _____________________	 Zip_________________
Name of Boat_ ________________________________________
Home Phone__________________________________________
Cell Phone____________________________________________ 	
Company Name_______________________________________
Web Site URL_ ________________________________________
Email Address ________________________________________
Spouse’s Name _______________________________________ 	
Number of people in the household _ ___________________

I agree to have my name, phone number, boat name and 
port of operation published in the Membership Directory.

❍ No, I do not want to be included in the Directory.


